
Gap Year Program Intern

Fall CEI Gap Year Program Intern
The Cape Eleuthera Institute (CEI) is a research facility that promotes a connection between people 
and the environment located in Eleuthera, The Bahamas. Our holistic approach to island ecosystems 
and the bond between primary research and education helps to create models of effective resource 
management and sustainable development. In turn, these model systems help to enhance conversa-
tion initiatives and economic prosperity at local, regional, and global scales. With a diverse array of 
virtually unexplored environments at our doorstep, CEI acts as a hub for exploration, primary re-
search, and information exchange. CEI’s scope of work includes visiting educational programs/field 
courses for students in primary through graduate school; modeling green technologies that promote 
self-sufficiency; performing research and collaborating with outside scientists/organizations in areas 
related to tropical ecology and sustainability; building local capacity through education and training 
programs; and by hosting conferences. 

Position Description
Gap years provide students with the chance to learn more about themselves as well as their ac-
ademic and personal interests. More than simply a travel or study abroad experience, the Cape 
Eleuthera Institute offers a unique gap year experience based in ecology, sustainability, adventure 
education, and personal growth. Students work alongside researchers, embark on expeditions, and 
develop their connection to the natural world. CEI Gap Year Program Interns are young profession-
als who are interested in experiential education and want the opportunity to work in an environment 
in which they can work alongside educators in challenging and supporting a cohort through this 
journey. As a gap year program inter you will assist the instructor team to lead a structured course 
which challenges students physically, mentally, and culturally. Our program provides opportunities to 
learn about yourself, push your boundaries, question your assumptions, and learn to solve real world 
problems. The ultimate goal of a CEI gap year program instructor is to support students in situations 
including but not limited to; sustainability education, dorm life, personal development, research and 
field outings. 

Work Hours
A typical work day during the gap year term when students are on campus begins at 7:00AM and 
often ends at 9:00PM. Time off during a typical on campus week is Friday afternoon through Sunday 
morning, but will vary throughout the term.

Start Date: August 2019



Benefits include but are not limited to:
• Professional development opportunities including SCUBA/Free diving certifications
• Shared housing 
• All meals provided
• Contributions to field research and publications
• Curriculum and course planning experience 
• The opportunity to develop skills alongside senior experiential education staff 
• Potential for continued employment with the CEIS Gap Year Program upon successful internship 

completion

Application 
To apply, please send resume and cover letter addressed to Ami Adams, Gap Year Program Director 
at amiadams@islandschool.org.

Qualifications
•  Bachelor’s degree 
•  Ability to work long, often physically intensive days
•  Ability to collaborate well with others and be adaptable 
•  Excellent communication skills, both verbal and written. 
•  Self-motivated, self-reliant, and self-confident.
•  Desire to work as a mentor to students ages 18 - 21
•  Must have a high level of comfort in the water and demonstrate strong swimming ability
•  Desire to live on a small, remote sustainable campus and a “can-do” attitude to address chal-

lenges and opportunities of such a place. 

Responsibilities
• Work alongside research technicians to act as “Dorm Head” at Grad Hall
• Support expeditionary, research, and other field-based experiences
• Lead and support student activities such as morning exercise, chores, and community events
• Provide mentoring to each student
• Assist senior staff in developing curriculum and projects both in and out of class time
• Assist with delivery of lessons, whether in a classroom or expeditionary format when appropriate
• Willingness to work hard, be flexible, and be high energy
• Other duties as relevant or assigned 
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